Delegation to the Health and Social Services Committee - October 21, 2008

Re.  Report MO-50-88 Private Well Testing

Some facts to keep in mind:

· There have been no known illnesses in Halton due to private well water.

· An ongoing level of coliform may indicate problems with a well but is not necessarily a health risk.

· The Ontario lab does not classify as “Unsafe to Drink” due to the presence of coliform, only E-coli.

· Region report MO-11-08 showed 3 to 4% of the 261 household sample as being “Unsafe to Drink” due to E-coli. It then states an exaggerated 37% of sampled wells were “unsafe for drinking” by adding those wells that tested greater than 5 for coliform.

· Ontario is the only jurisdiction I could find that recommends testing 3 times per year. The United States and other provinces recommend once per year. 

· Rural residents are capable of managing their well water in a reasonable and responsible fashion based on their intimate knowledge and experience with the individual character of their wells and water conditions.

In June, the Milton Rural Residents Association made suggestions to increase well testing:

· Develop convenient locations to drop off samples.

· Assemble a booklet that consolidates all reliable information regarding private well maintenance and testing. Develop a mailing list from existing municipal files so that the booklets, and other well information, can be mailed directly to rural residents. 

· Establish trust by eliminating any hint of a Region agenda to control private rural wells.

The Milton Rural Residents Association opposes the concept of mandatory testing of rural residential wells and fines for non-compliance.

The Association supports the recommendation of Report MO-50-08 for a voluntary well water testing program and will assist that effort where possible. There should be no need however for media campaigns or building a registry since mailing lists should already be available to contact rural residents directly.
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