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The Milton Rural Residents Association (the MRRA), over the course of the past several years, has advocated increased financial transparency and accountability in the municipal taxation process, augmented by increased opportunity for Milton taxpayers to actively participate throughout this taxation  process.

The MRRA has also promoted the necessity for equity in taxation - no taxpayers of any community of interest should bear an inappropriate portion of the tax burden, nor pay taxes without receiving a commensurate benefit. There should be demonstrable value for tax-dollars paid.

For the past many years, there has been a differential between rural and urban tax levies, which attempts to address this issue of equity by removing a limited number of urban-centric services from the rural levy e.g., regular transit, sidewalk plowing (sic), crossing guards. The MRRA applauds the Town for its past action in this regard, but believes the differential needs to be re-examined now in light of the dramatic growth in Town expenditures as a result of urban development. 

Looking at the financial priorities of the Town over the past years, one can plausibly perceive an increasing predominance of benefits to the urban community as a result of Town expenditures, relatively modest (at best) benefits to the rural population, and the lack of any related adjustment or mitigation of rural taxes.

The MRRA therefore believes that a review of the rural-urban tax differential is required now, to ensure that equity of value for taxes paid is being achieved.

This review should be part of the 2009 tax budget process and should include opportunities for the Milton community to participate through at least open houses.

Further to the need for improved transparency and accountability, it is the position of the MRRA that the offices of municipal ombudsperson, auditor general and lobby registrar need to be put in place in 2009, as permitted under the current Municipal Act, Accountability and Transparency. There is no cogent reason for ignoring this opportunity to demonstrate the Town’s commitment to the public good.

The MRRA is an incorporated association of rural Milton residents whose mandate is to ensure that the interests of the residents of rural Milton are encouraged, heard and respected.
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